Active cerebral perfusion during carotid endarterectomy.
A patient with critical stenoses in the bilateral internal carotid arteries (ICA) required multivessel coronary revascularization. The diameter of the left ICA was far greater than the right, which strongly suggested that the cerebral circulation was highly dependent on the left. During left ICA endarterectomy, active cerebral perfusion of 300 mL x min(-1) at 23 degrees C using an extracorporeal circulation was employed through the ICA under repair. Subsequently, coronary bypass was performed on-pump with the heart beating. The postoperative course was very good.